CHAPTER ONE

The Story of Hosea

ewildering, disturbing, and fascinating readers for cen-
B turies, the Book of Hosea opens with a summons. God
tells His prophet to do the unthinkable: “Go, take to yourself a
wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land
commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD”Hosea 1:2.
It’s a command that makes you want to argue with God
on Hosea’s behalf. Surely a prophet—a holy man, chosen to
be God’s mouthpiece—deserved a righteous bride, someone
pure and faithful. But Hosea was told to bind his life to un-
faithfulness, to marry betrayal, to embody Israel’s rebellion in
his own marriage bed.
Why? Because sometimes God doesn’t just want His word
preached—He wants it lived. Hosea’s very life became a
prophetic act. His marriage was not simply personal; it was

a parable. Every whispered fight, every cold bed, every child
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born of divided love—it all became part of God’s message
to Israel: “This is what your covenant looks like. This is how
you have treated Me. But this is also how I love you—still,
relentlessly, scandalously.”

When I first realized Hosea’s story connected to mine, it
both shook me and anchored me. Like Hosea, I have lived out
the parable. My life, in so many ways, has been an uncomfort-
able sermon. I didn’t ask for it; I wished it could have been
otherwise. But God doesn’t waste stories, nor does He waste
scars.

To understand the weight of Hosea’s call, we need to step
back into the prophet’s world. Hosea ministered in the eighth
century BC, during the reign of Jeroboam II in the north-
ern kingdom of Israel. Outwardly, the nation was thriving;
trade routes were open, wealth was flowing, and Israel seemed
secure. But beneath the surface, rot was spreading. Political
assassinations, foreign alliances, and religious compromise
eroded the covenant.

Baal worship had infiltrated the land. God’s chosen people
practiced sacred prostitution and fertility rites on the very
hills where they were supposed to remember the Lord. The
people invoked Yahweh’s name with their lips but courted
idols with their hearts, trading covenant for convenience.

Into this context, God sent Hosea. Instead of merely speak-
ing words of judgment, He commanded Hosea to mar-

ry Gomer, a woman of unfaithfulness, and to raise chil-



